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have an ordinance on the hours of 
operation in which a contractor or 
landscaper may work at a property 
in our community. We would expect 
such hours to be 7:00 am - 5:00 pm 
on weekdays with more limited work 
on the weekends. 

We rely on residents to be neigh-
borly and considerate by ensuring that 
construction and the use of power tools 
and landscaping equipment be used only during these times. 
We have avoided both noise and blight ordinances, but we do 
get complaints, so please be mindful of your neighbor’s right 
to enjoy their property. 

TOWN SIDEWALKS 
Please remember to be diligent in making sure your trees, 
shrubs and bushes are not infringing on the Town sidewalks 
or roads. Overgrown plants may impact people’s ability to 
use the roads or the sidewalks. This is a safety issue and sight 
line concern for pedestrians and traffic. There are numerous 
areas in Town where you can’t walk on a sidewalk pushing 

Dear Friends and Neighbors,
 
Now that the warm weather has arrived it’s nice to see so 
many people enjoying the civic campus, marinas, shops, 
restaurants, and attractions that make Essex a unique place 
to live, work and play. I’d like to welcome the new residents 
as well as the new restaurants and businesses in Town. I  
encourage everyone to take advantage of all there is to do  
in our three villages at this time of year. 
 
ANNUAL BUDGET 
First of all, I would like to thank the Essex residents for 
unanimously supporting the annual budget. The $26,522,194 
combined Town and Board of Education budget plan for 
fiscal year 2023-2024 was approved by voters at our Annual 
Town Budget Meeting held May 8th. The total spending 
package includes the Town government budget, an appropri-
ation for Essex Elementary School, and the Town’s share of 
the Region 4 education budget. I would like to give thanks to 
Finance Director Tracey Celentano, Selectmen Stacia Libby 
and Bruce Glowac, and the Board of Finance.
 
BE CONSIDERATE
I would also like to remind residents that the Town does not 

First Selectman’s Corner

continued on page 5

Norm Needleman
First Selectman 
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First Selectman... continued from page 3

a wheelchair or a baby carriage because the plants have 
invaded the space.

GRANT AWARDED 
The Town of Essex was awarded a grant in the amount 
of $595,611 for the construction of a critical pedestrian 
corridor connecting one of Essex’s most densely popu-
lated neighborhoods (Heritage Cove) with North Main 
Street and the heart of Essex Village. The Town has been 
seeking funds for the construction of this sidewalk and 
pedestrian bridge for several years. A special thanks goes 
to the residents at Heritage Cove who have been lobbying 
for this sidewalk project since 2019.  

HURRICANE SEASON HAS ARRIVED
Hurricane season is June 1st - November 30th each year, 
although storms can occur outside these dates. The Town 
of Essex has an Emergency Preparedness Guidebook and 
you may want to refer to these guidelines to help you plan.

SUMMER CONCERTS 
The Summer Concert Series, sponsored by the Park and 
Recreation Department, runs from June 21st through 
the middle of August at our Town greens in Essex and 
Ivoryton. Concerts are Tuesday evenings in Ivoryton and 
Wednesday evenings in Essex from 6:30 pm - 8:00 pm. 
For other Town events, take a look at the Board of Trade’s 
website at: www.essexct.com. 

SUPPORT THEM 
The Essex Valley Railroad, Connecticut River Museum, 
and the Ivoryton Playhouse all have schedules for the 
summer season. Please support them!

FINALLY, 

Congratulations 
to the Valley Regional 

High School Class 
of 2023! 

All the Best, Norm Needleman, First Selectman



 6       Essex Events • Quarter 3 • 2023	 www.eventsmagazines.com 

	

ABOUT US
Created in 1949, Essex Community Fund is one of the 
oldest and most unique programs in the Essex Community 

that raises and distributes funds to our local non-profit organizations that focus 
on:  food and meal programs, health services, education, supporting our senior 
citizens, fuel assistance, public safety, arts and culture.  Thank you to our donors. 
With your donations we are able to continue to support these vital organizations 
that help to keep our community healthy and thriving.

2023 GRANT RECIPIENTS 
Essex Community Fund is pleased to announce our 2023 Grant Recipients.  
We held our Evening of Giving at Scotch Plains Tavern. We are honored to be  
able to support the work that our grantees are doing to enrich our community  
and learn about new projects they are developing. 

	 Little Compassion Inc. / The Nest			  Gilead Community Services, Inc. 

	 Camp Hazen YMCA					     Incarnation Camp/Bushy Hill

	 Community Music School				    Ivoryton Alliance

	 Essex Eagle Scouts					     Ivoryton Library Association

	 Essex Elementary School Camperships		  Ivoryton Playhouse Foundation

	 Essex Fuel Assistance Program			   Region 4 Education Foundation

	 Essex Housing Authority				    Shoreline Soup Kitchen and Pantries

	 Essex Veterans Memorial Hall			   Tri-Town Cub Scout Pack 13 - Chester / Deep River / Essex

	 Essex Winter Series					     Troop 13 - Boy Scouts - Chester / Deep River / Essex

	 Estuary Council of Seniors, Inc.			   Tri-Town Youth Services Bureau

	 F.I.S.H.							       VRHS Photo Club

CONSIDER BECOMING A VOLUNTEER
Volunteering with ECF is a great way to learn more about your community’s 
needs and how you can help improve it for you, your family, your neighbors, and 
even future generations; plus, it’s a great way to give back to your community.  
ECF has many opportunities to volunteer. Please contact us to learn more; we 
welcome your time and talent.

FOR MORE INFORMATION 
visit: www.essexcommunityfund.org.

Essex Community Fund

Follow  
Us on...

Twitter
@essexprintingandeventsmagazine

Instagram
@EventsMags
@EssexPrinting

Facebook 
Essex Printing Events Magazines

FIRE, WATER AND MOLD RESTORATION

“This company is as good as it gets,  
because perfection can’t  

be improved upon”  
William French, Essex Connecticut

• FIRE, WATER, MOLD RESTORATION 
  AND RECONSTRUCTION
• CARPETS, AREA RUGS, UPHOLSTERY
• COMPLETE PROJECT CLEANING
  RESIDENTIAL AND COMMERCIAL

YOU CAN COUNT ON US
24/7... 365 DAYS

ONE of a KIND 
ANTIQUES

~ SINCE 1975 ~

A wide array of original
period antiques and art 
from all over the world;

also, fine handmade 
artisanal furniture.

Visit online at  
www.ooaka.com or in 

person by appointment. 
860-526-9736

info@ 
oneofakindantiques.com

323 Boston Post Road 
Old Saybrook, CT
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Essex Board of Trade (EBOT) is excited to launch its fifth 
annual summer Alfresco Essex campaign, which fired up on 
the summer solstice, June 21, and runs through autumnal 
equinox, September 23. Join us to Experience Essex in all its 
open-air vibrancy.

The three villages of 
Essex – Centerbrook, 
Essex, and Ivoryton 
– are buzzing with 
restaurant diners spill-

ing onto patios, terraces, and decks. Essex marinas and boat 
launches will be active with boaters, kayakers, and paddle 
boarders accessing the beautiful Connecticut River.
 

• Home Heating Oil
• Propane
• Heating & Cooling
• Equipment & Installations
• 24 Hour Emergency Service

  We Offer
• Price Protection Plans
• Monthly Payment Plans
• Service Contracts
• Ultrasonic Tank Testing

SERVICE YOU CAN DEPEND ON

FREE in-home Evaluation
203.639.3513

Deep River, Connecticut

0402932-51
HOD 130  HCO 1120

power-fuels.com
Bristol 860.589.4328

PROPROPANEPANE by
Delivering Oil and Propane 

in YOUR Neighborhood

CENTRAL and DUCTLESS AC
In Stock and Ready to INSTALL!

FINANCING
TO MEET

YOUR 
BUDGET

Julia Hutchinson, President of the EBOT, says “Alfresco 
Essex defines the open-air experience that is central to our 
Experience Essex brand. It reinforces the fact that alfresco 
vibes are prominent every day in Essex, and in all three 
villages – Centerbrook, Essex and Ivoryton.”

Experience Open-air 
Vibrancy in Essex!

Travel to Essex, Alfresco Style: by boat!
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Real Estate • Personal Injury
Wills and Estate Administration

Divorce Mediation  
& Collaboration  

www.AttorneyAdamsct.com
1260 Boston Post Road 
Westbrook, CT  06498

203.272.2010
Cheshire Office by Appointment 

On Thursdays, enjoy free 
public concert series, 
“Thursdays on the Dock,” 
at the Connecticut River 
Museum; “Yoga in the 
Park” on the Main Street 
green (pre-registration 
required); and “Wine & 
Light Bites” at RiverLane. 

Essex boasts many  
outdoor dining spots 
including Olive Oyl’s, The 
Griswold Inn, Noah’s at 
63, Privateer’s Pizza, and 
Dockside at Dauntless. 
Many of these venues  
will occasionally offer  
live music to heighten the 
Alfresco Essex experience.

FOR MORE INFORMATION, 
go to: essexct.com or follow us on Instagram (@experienceessex).

Dine and dance outdoors at Olive Oyl’s. 
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www.waterworksirrigations.com

860-767-0889
Fully Licenced and Insured

CT Lic# P1-0204385

· Residential / 
Commercial

· Irrigation Installs / 
Renovations

· Maintenance

· Spring Start Ups

· Irrigation 
Winterizations

The Essex Board of Trade (EBOT) is excited to host its annual 
Scarecrow FestiFALL this October! On any beautiful fall day  
between October 7 - 30, the popular “Scarecrow Lamp-Post 
Presentation” along the Main Streets of Centerbrook, Essex and 
Ivoryton villages will be on full display. Scarecrows created by  
Essex residents and businesses will be hung by October 7. Scare-
crow viewers are encouraged to vote for their favorite. The  
first-place winner will get bragging rights!

EBOT is looking for more Scarecrow submissions this year from 
any and all community members!  

ALL YOU HAVE TO DO IS:
1.	Brainstorm ideas! We accept silly, scary, creative,  
	 thoughtful Scarecrows!
2.	Create your own! Start crafting! Scarecrow frames are 
	 available upon request– email Julia, EBOT president.
3.	Submit your Scarecrow by October 1, 2023 to J. Alden  
	 or Sweet P’s.

With only two months to go before submissions are due, NOW is 
the time to get brainstorming! Let’s make Essex come to life during 
October!

Scarecrow lamp-post  
presentation above and  

a classic scarecrow  
displayed on residential  

home in Essex.

Scarecrow FestiFALL

If you would like more information regarding the Scarecrow 
FestiFALL,  please email Julia, EBOT President: ebotpresident@
gmail.com. 
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In honor of the late Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Murtha of  
Essex, Visiting Nurses of the Lower Valley (VNLV) 
awarded their annual scholarship to two local high school 
seniors. This year’s scholarship recipients are Katherine 
Roberts and Catherine Minegar of Old Saybrook.

The scholarship was awarded based on academic achieve-
ment and extracurricular activities. Emphasis is placed on 
nursing in the selection process. 

Susan Maxwell, Executive Director, stated “We were  
impressed by both candidates’ exceptional qualities, 
dedication to their course work, extracurricular activities, 
as well as their commitment to helping others. We are 
delighted to honor them as this year’s scholarship winners, 
and we wish them the best in their continued studies.”

Community healthcare is growing and these talented  
individuals will meet the dynamic challenges that we face 
in the healthcare industry.  VNLV is proud to recognize 
the achievements of these fine young individuals!

Visiting Nurses of  
Lower Valley Announce 
2023 Scholarship Award 
Recipients

ABOUT VISITING NURSES OF THE LOWER VALLEY
Visiting Nurses of the Lower Valley is a not-for-profit, 
Medicare and Medicaid certified home health care orga-
nization serving the Lower Connecticut River Valley and 
eastern shoreline region. 

For more information, please visit the website at:  
www.visitingnurses.org or call 860-767-0186.

WHAT IS 2-1-1?
It is Connecticut’s free and 
confidential information  
and referral service. By calling  

2-1-1, a toll-free number throughout CT, callers can reach 
knowledgeable, multilingual staff and get information, 
referrals or seek help in a crisis. 2-1-1 operates 24 hours-
a-day, every day of the year. TDD access is available.

Visit the website for more information at:  
http://www.211.org/#
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The Essex Foundation recently  
answered a call for support from 
Middlesex Health’s The Mayer Center, 
a comprehensive service provider for 
children and adolescents with devel-
opmental challenges, such as autism, 
sensory processing disorder, speech 
disorders and cerebral palsy. The Foun-
dation’s $10,000 grant helped  

Members of The Essex Foundation Board of Directors tour The Mayer Center,  
Middlesex Health’s new facility offering comprehensive services for children and adolescents  

with developmental challenges.

Awards $10,000 Grant to Support Children & Adolescents 
with Developmental Challenges

fund equipment for the sensory gym  
at the new 3,100 square-foot facility,  
located in a renovated space at 252 
Westbrook Road in Essex, the former 
site of Middlesex Health’s Shoreline 
Medical Center. According to Bruce 
Glowac, President of The Essex Foun-
dation, “It was an easy decision by the 
Board to make the award and support 

the vital services provided at The Mayer 
Center. We are happy to help ensure 
area children and their families have 
access to a state-of-the-art facility.” 

The Mayer Center is proud to offer 
applied behavioral analysis and treat-
ment, speech and language pathology, 
physical therapy, and occupational 
therapy, all at one location. In addition 
to the sensory gym, the center has 
private treatment rooms and a group 
therapy space. The holistic treatment 
approach allows families to get the care 
that’s needed with decreased travel and 
scheduling time. 

The Essex Foundation, Inc. is a non-
profit 501(c)(3) organization dedicated 
to making a difference in the lives of  
Essex residents by providing funding 
for needs not met by other organiza-
tions or sources. The Foundation relies 
on donations from individuals, busi-
nesses and other community groups to 
fund special community projects and 
needs that benefit Essex residents. 

More information can be found  
online at: www.theessexfoundation.org 
or by emailing: contact@theessex
foundation.org.

The Essex Foundation Helps Equip  
Sensory Gym at The Mayer Center

FISH was founded locally in 1970 to provide free rides to 
medical appointments for residents of Essex, Deep River,  
and Chester. The officers for 2023 are Henry May, Presi-
dent; Mary Samburg, Secretary; Barbara Ryan, Treasurer; 
Jack Frost, Driver Recruitment; and Bob Mountz, At Large. 
Dispatchers are John Heiser and Pat Callahan. The scheduler 
is Tony Carrano. Longtime driver and Vice President Stuart 
Warner retired in early 2023.

The volume of free rides given has increased from 35 to 45 
per month to 60 to 70 per month, just less than pre-pandemic 
numbers of rides.

After not having FISH Annual Meetings in 2020 and 2021, 
FISH did have an Annual Meeting November 3, 2022. 

The modest FISH budget is funded by grants from the  
Essex Community Fund, the Community Foundation of 

FISH (Friends in Service Here)
Middlesex County, the Essex Rotary Club, the Essex Savings 
Bank, the Deep River Community Health Committee, the 
Town of Chester, the Town of Essex, and other organizations, 
as well as by contributions from our drivers, riders, and 
friends. 

Henry May, Driver and President

Want to reach Every 
Home in Town?

CALL
Ward Feirer 

at: 914-806-5500
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As one of the top locally 
owned recruiting and 

staffing agencies 
in Connecticut, 

we connect the most 
reputable employers 
with the best talent.

WITH LOCATIONS IN: 
Middletown (Headquarters), 

Westbrook, Wallingford, 
and Thomaston

www.armazzotta.com
860.347.1626

www.armazzotta.com
860.347.1626

SECOND & THIRD GRADE STUDENTS PARTICIPATED IN HAITI DAY  
THANKS TO THE JUSTUS W. PAUL WORLD CULTURE PROGRAM 
After a long pause to the annual program during the pandemic, the Essex 
Elementary School Foundation (EESF) is pleased to announce the return of 
the Justus W. Paul World Culture Program at Essex Elementary School (EES). 

Throughout the 2022-2023 school year, students in the second and third 
grade participated in three programs dedicated to the countries and cultures 
of China, India, and Haiti. 

Haiti Day was the most recent of the daylong programs held on Friday,  
April 21st. The celebration included an opportunity to learn about Haitian 
culture, traditions and art presented by Haitian born EES parent JP Poullard. 
A musical demonstration presented by a 3-piece Caribbean band followed 
with students participating in limbo dances and taking turns on the steel 
drum.

“We are so grateful to the EESF for supporting our students in understand- 
ing various cultures around the world. Our children learn through these 
experiences and build tolerance for others and their differences through  
programs such as Haiti day,” says EES principal Jennifer Tousignant. 

Since its inception in 1996, the Essex Elementary School Foundation’s  
primary goal has been to create a significant endowment that can support  
the school’s strategic vision and to engage all students in a rigorous and col-
laborative educational program. 

Each year, at least 5% of the EESF endowment is allocated for supplemental 
enrichment programs and projects proposed by the Essex Elementary School 
administration that would otherwise not be available through traditional 
funding by the school system and budget. 

For more information visit us at: www.essexesf.org.

World Cultures Programs are Back 
at Essex Elementary School

JP Poullard Shares Stories From Haiti With 2nd & 3rd Grade EES Students
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5 Liberty Way
Niantic, CT 06356

860-530-5838

30 Extrusion Drive
Stonington, CT 06379

860-650-1778

6 Industrial Park Road 
Centerbrook, CT 06409

860-362-2687

www.storage.place

Your Local Self-Storage Solution
With 3 convienient shoreline locations, Storage Place  

is the best climate controlled self storage solution  
for residents of East Lyme, Niantic, Old Lyme, Old Saybrook, 

Centerbrook, Essex, Mystic, Stonington, Westerly,  
Charlestown and the surrounding communities.

Review Us On Google!
Locally Owned & Operated

PROMOS ON ALL UNITS

Sister Cities Essex Haiti (SCEH) was proud to be among the 
many worthy and varied recipients of funds for their programs 
in rural Deschapelles, Haiti at the annual Essex Lion’s Club 
gathering. SCEH Board member Jenifer Grant attended the 
reception to receive the generous gift of financial support. Much 
of Haiti has been experiencing disruptions due to gang activity 
and kidnapping as well as lack of government. 

Sister Cities Essex Haiti

Deschapelles, where the SCEH programs are located, recently 
experienced some disruptions but is now back on track with 
our wonderful library as well as with tennis, music and robotics 
activities. SCEH is very grateful to our local Lion’s Club for sup-
porting Essex’s Sister City of Deschapelles. Books, tennis, music, 
robotics practices and creative activities as well as computer 
training bring joy to many making it possible for youth and 
adults to expand their knowledge and skills. 

As members of the SCEH International organization, which 
encourages interactions between people of all ages from different 
countries, we look forward to being able to travel again to Haiti 
to learn from them as well as bring new ideas. We welcome 
Essex residents and others to become involved with our organ- 
ization both here and hopefully soon, in Haiti. Visit our web-
site at: SisterCitiesEssexHaiti.org or contact Jenifer Grant at: 
j.grant767@sbcglobal.net. 

Jenifer Grant receiving the Essex Lion’s Club financial support.

Activities at the 
Deschapelles 
Library.
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Community Music School Turns 40!

Community Music School (CMS) is 
celebrating its 40th anniversary this 
year!  A 501 (c)(3) non-profit orga-
nization based at Spencer’s Corner in 
Centerbrook, CMS continues to provide 
essential musical education and experi-
ences for residents of all ages, taught by 
accomplished artist faculty members, 
all holding degrees in music (many with 
advanced degrees).

The school is busy planning for the fall, 
including excellent Music Together® 
classes for ages 0-5 with caregiver. 

Registration is also underway for 
private lessons on all instruments and 
voice, as well as ensemble opportunities 
such as the CMS String Orchestra, New 
Horizons Band, Acoustic Classic Rock 
Ensemble, Studio 24 Vocal Performance 

Todd Ellison and 
Marissa McGowan,  
will perform 
for the CMS  
40th Anniversary  
at the Kate  
on Oct 14.

Class, and a variety of other musical 
experiences.

Celebrating the Community Music 
School 40th Anniversary
On Oct 14 CMS celebrates its 40th 
Anniversary with a special fundraiser 
concert “Todd Ellison and Friends”  
at the Katharine Hepburn Cultural  
Arts Center. Todd is an acclaimed 
Broadway music director/pianist (and 
Essex native) and will be joined by a 
star-studded roster of friends as they 
celebrate the music of Broadway!  

Featured performers include Marissa 
McGowan, who has performed in A 
Little Night Music on Broadway, as well 
as in Les Miserables and Show Boat, 
and as soloist with Symphony Orches-
tras throughout the U.S. Tickets are 

now available at the Kate box office. 

Information 
More information about the Communi-
ty Music School and how to participate 
in its programs can be found by visiting 
the school at: 90 Main Street in Center-
brook, on the internet at: www.cmsct.
org, or by phone at: 860-767-0026. 

The Friends of Tri-Town 
Youth Services is a newly 
established committee,  
designed to support the 
agency’s community out-
reach by spreading the 
word about programs,  
services and new initiatives. 

The Friends engage with residents, businesses, clubs, and 
organizations regularly to strengthen relationships and  
communication. 

FRIENDS are community volunteers dedicated to improving 
the lives of youth and families in our community by support-
ing the efforts of Tri-Town Youth Services Bureau. We donate 
our time and talents to help support the success of events,  
volunteering in support of Tri-Town’s partnerships and  
helping with Tri-Town led activities.  

HOW DO I BECOME A FRIEND? 
We are currently looking for members! Joining means being 
on our email list so you will get a notice when help is needed. 
If you want to join this enthusiastic group, contact Tiffany 
Zwart at: ttysboard56@gmail.com.

INTRODUCING...  Friends of Tri-Town Youth Services!

Essex consists of three unique  
villages and is ideally located on  
the Connecticut River a few short 
miles from Long Island Sound. 

Essex is famous for hosting a multi-
tude of parades throughout the year 
and offers an outstanding culinary 

and shopping experience to our residents and visitors. 
Come experience, explore and enjoy the small-town  
enchantment of Essex, Connecticut.

Welcome to Essex
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This season we had ideal weather for watching eagles as they 
settled into their nests, laid eggs, and began the process of 
rearing the fledglings. Plus, we saw ospreys, hawks, and many 
other birds. Cruises continue on RiverQuest all summerlong! 
The Onrust is also sailing the River providing an opportunity 
to step back in time as you imagine the Connecticut River  
in 1614. 

When you visit the Museum, don’t miss our special exhibits 
in the third-floor gallery:

WATER / WAYS: A Smithsonian exhibit, Water / Ways 
dives into water (June 3 - August 13, 2023)
—an essential component of life on our planet, environmen-
tally, culturally, and historically. Here is Essex, we love the 
River and we all have a role to play in ensuring that River 
continues to thrive for generations to come.

WATERWAYS OF THE CONNECTICUT RIVER VALLEY 
(August 29 - October 8, 2023): 
Treat yourself to plein air paintings of the Connecticut River 
Valley by Jerry Weiss, an artist who has chronicled the River 

for 30 years, revealing the balance between the human pres-
ence and the enduring natural beauty of the environment.

DID YOU KNOW! 
The Kids Summer Camp at the Connecticut River Museum 
returns this season from July 10 - August 18, 2023. Each week, 

camp runs Monday 
through Friday from 9:00 
am to 3:00 pm and has 
a different theme. Join 
us to catch critters with 
dip and seine nets, to 
hoist sails or to become 
a history detective. Best 
for kids between 6 and 
12 years old. If the young 
person in your life is 
feeling bored, visit the 
registration page today. 

News from the Riverfront at the  
Connecticut River Museum

Water / Ways is on view 
through August 13. 
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Nesting eagles seen from RiverQuest.

CONQUER THE CURRENT 
(August 5, 2023 from 8:30 am - 12:30 pm)
Save the date for the annual Conquer the Current. Our sixth 
annual downriver paddle regatta will benefit the Museum’s 
education programs. This is a one-way fun race. The regatta  
is open to all non-motorized, safe, and seaworthy paddle  
craft from canoes and kayaks to shells and currachs. Save  
your spot today! 

With the advent of a new boating  
season in Essex, mariners are  
reminded e-foils (also known as  
hydrofoils and self-propelled  
surfboards) are prohibited  
for operation in waters  
of the State of Connecticut.  

Reference Connecticut  
Administrative Code 
15-121-A10.  
This policy is enforced  
by the Essex Harbor Patrol.

Essex Harbor 
Commission
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As the weather warms, here’s how  
you can add a little history to your  
summer plans: 

Visit the 1732 Pratt House  
on Weekend Afternoons

•	 EHS invites the public to visit Pratt House (1732) for free  
	 guided tours of Essex’s only historic house museum. Learn 
	 from your knowledgeable guides about early American 
	 life in a Connecticut River seaport town. Enjoy Pratt’s  
	 beautiful grounds, historic kitchen and pollinator  
	 gardens, reconstructed barn with history timeline and  
	 museum shop. Tours are free and open to the public every  
	 Saturday and Sunday through October 1 from 1:00 pm -  
	 4:00 pm.

Explore Historic Neighborhoods with  
EHS’s Walking Tours
•	 Essex Village: Meet at the foot of Main Street to learn  
	 about Essex’s Maritime past. Sundays: July 23, August 27  
	 or September 24 at 5:00 pm. 
•	 Ivoryton Village: Meet at Ivoryton Library to explore 

Get Set for Summer with 
Essex Historical Society 

	 the industrial past of this former  
	 factory village. Tuesday, August 15  
	 at 6:00 pm.  
•	 Prospect Street & West Ave.,  
	 Essex: Meet at Pratt House,  
	 19 West Ave., to learn about this  
	 neighborhood of historic houses,  
	 churches and community land 
	 marks. Saturday, August 26,  
	 1:00 pm. Punch and cookies at  
	 the end!  

View the Essex  
Historical Society’s  
Ivoryton Booklet.  

Image Courtesy of Essex 
Historical Society. 

Investigate Ivoryton this summer with our walking tours! 
Photo Courtesy of Essex Historical Society. 
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All walks last about an hour; admission is $5 per person or 
free to EHS members.  

Ivoryton Celebration - Save the Date!
Join your friends and neighbors on Sunday, September 17, 
12:00 - 2:00 pm, as EHS and Essex Land Trust Investigate 
Ivoryton to celebrate the launch of our 90-page Ivoryton 
booklet and the successful completion of our joint Follow 
the Falls project. The event features food, music, history 
walks / talks and more!  

More Upcoming Events 
For more info on our upcoming events, please visit:  
www.essexhistory.org or contact us at: membership@essex
history.org, 860-767-0681 or follow us on Facebook and 
Instagram @essexhistory. 

Essex Historical Society
22 Prospect Street | Essex, CT  06426
860-767-0681 | www.essexhistory.org MARKJREEVESBUILDER@COMCAST.NET

WWW.MARKREEVESBUILDER.COM

Mark Reeves, BUILDER
860-388-3825

Summer is a Great Time to Remodel

CT LICENSE # 10263 • FULLY INSURED 

• New Homes • Whole House Remodels 
• Additions • Kitchens • Bathrooms 

• Basement Conversions • Siding & Windows

TRUST YOUR CAR TO THE REPAIR SHOP MORE PEOPLE TRUST...
We are a full service garage dedicated to quality work and service.

“The Only Call You Need For Quality Service & Repairs”

AUTO SERVICE                of
Old Saybrook, Inc.

Servicing Domestic & All European Cars Including 
Mercedes, BMW, Jaguar, Audi, Saab, Volvo & VW

860-388-6838
From oil changes & scheduled maintenance to engine repair or replacement, we can

provide complete mechanical & electrical service to your vehicle.
4 Jade Court • old Saybrook
HourS: Mon. - Fri.  8 a.m. - 5 p.m.

We employ ASE
Certified Technicians

We have Senior Citizen Day Every Day!
We Offer 10% OFF Repairs and Service up to $50.00 Maximum.
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often include  
several reasons 
why the victim 
should not con- 
tact the police 
directly, suggest-
ing that the victim 
is unable to verify 
the information 
with the proper 
authorities. Crim-
inals use the Internet to conduct some degree of research to 
identify older targets who have children, as well as the names 
of the children or grandchildren.

According to the Federal Trade Commission, the latest version 
of this scam uses AI technology to replicate the voice of a 
loved one, adding heightened reality and emotion to the call. 
How are they doing this, you might ask? Usually, the voices are 
cloned from an online Facebook or Instagram video post in 
which your family member speaks. The result is that the scam 
call is more believable to the victim. You know your family. 

Scams are not a new phenomenon in society. They have 
been around, seemingly, forever. As technology advances 
and the Internet continues to make anonymity easier, the 
basic scam is, well, not so “basic” anymore. For example,  
AI (artificial intelligence,) has been shown recently to take 
only a matter of seconds and a few words from an unsus-
pecting victim to clone their speech pattern and use it 
against them. There is guidance that suggests you should 
never answer an unknown caller with the word “yes” when 
they ask if they are “speaking to Mr. or Mrs. so-and-so.”  
The voice sample can be recorded and used as consent to 
access your private records.

You have probably heard about “Grandparent Scams” or 
“Car Accident Scams” where criminals call a victim, typi-
cally someone who is older, and tell them their grandchild, 
child, or another relative was involved in a car accident. 
Criminals will typically portray themselves as a lawyer or 
bail bond agent. They then direct the victim to call another 
number to speak to the lawyer who is representing their 
family member. The criminals claim they need money for 
legal fees or to bail the person out of jail. The criminals  

Essex Police Department

Grandparent Scam (aka Car Accident Scam)

203-206-0648
www.buellconstructionco.com

General Contracting Services 
Remodeling and Additions

Kitchen & Bath
Home Renovations

Siding & Window Replacement
Custom Millwork

“Before beginning your next project, call  
Buell Construction Company LLC for service  

and quality you do not want to miss.  

We look forward to hearing from you.”

CT HIC 0649898

ESSEX HARDWARE
Builders Hardware • Plumbing Supplies  

Garden Supplies & Tools
Electrical Supplies

• Stanley Hand Tools 
• Milwaukee Power Tools •

• Saws and Tool Sharpening •  
• Keys Made • Paints • Glass •

STORE HOURS
Monday – Friday 7 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.

Saturday 7 a.m. - 5 p.m. • Sunday 9 a.m. - Noon

767-0077
3 MAIN STREET/CENTERBROOK
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BALLEK’S 
GARDEN CENTER 

860-873-8878
Sharing Our Knowledge And  

Passion For Gardening With You.

FULL SERVICE GARDEN CENTER
Great Selection of Annuals, Perennials, Trees & Shrubs

FULL SERVICE FLORIST
Gardening Gifts & Fresh Cut Flowers

LANDSCAPING
Walls, Walks, Patios, Tree and Garden Installation

90 Maple Avenue, East Haddam, CT
www.BalleksGardenCenter.com

Add A Little Summer Color  
To Your Garden!

Call us for a Free Initial Consultation
All services by Doctors of Audiology

www.countyhearingandbalance.com

OLD SAYBROOK
900 Boston Post Road

860-388-0022

If the situation sounds far-fetched, hang up and call your 
loved one directly at a number you know belongs to them. 
If you cannot get ahold of them, try another family member 
with whom they would have contact. Another prevention 
tip is to have a password to verify their identity. Decide 
ahead of time a nickname to use and ask the caller posing as 
your relative for the nickname. Make it something unbeliev-
able to anyone else. For example, the best AI in the world 
will not know that grandma goes by “Quick Draw” to your 
granddaughter.

Criminals have also begun asking victims to pay them 
or send them money using cryptocurrency, gift cards, or 
money wires that are unlikely for the victim to ever get 
their money back, as they are permanent, untraceable, and 
not Federally regulated or insured. There have been several 
instances recently where criminals instruct victims to 
withdraw a large amount of cash from their bank, package 
it in an envelope, and hand it to a driver, who typically 
brings the package to another state. The drivers are usually 
innocent, unsuspecting Uber (or other rideshare service) 
workers who have no info on their client (the criminal.)  
It should be noted that scammers in these cases have 
specifically told victims not to speak with banking officials, 
who are trained to prevent their customers from becoming 
victims of known scams. 

The best defense against these types of scams is building 
awareness for all and helping them to recognize and report 
these incidents faster and more frequently. Do not give 
unknown callers any information, especially privileged 
information (like passwords) or personally identifying 
information (like names, birthdays, social security numbers, 
phone numbers, emails, etc.). Additionally, most people can 
avoid being scammed by slowing down and verifying where 
they are sending money and by what means. Many of these 
scams depend on the criminals creating a sense of urgency 
so that the victim feels they do not have any time to validate 
what they are being told. By taking the time to make a  
few additional phone calls and conducting some research,  
victims should be able to identify these calls as scams.

If you or anyone you know has become a victim of one of 
these scams, especially if it involved the transferring of 
money, a report should be submitted to the FBI’s Internet 
Crimes Complaint Center (IC3). If you or anyone you know 
has become a victim of identity theft a report should also be 
submitted to the Federal Trade Commissions (FTC) online 
reporting tool. The FTC also has a fraud reporting website 
at: https://reportfraud.ftc.gov/#/.

Sources: CTIC, FTC
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ESSEX TOWN HALL
860-767-4340 (Unless otherwise noted)

THE ESSEX TOWN HALL 
is open 9 am to 4 pm, Monday through Friday

THE LANDFILL AND RECYCLING CENTER 
is open Mondays, Thursdays, Fridays & Saturdays, 7 am to 3 pm

SELECTMEN’S OFFICE
Norman Needleman, First Selectman x114 nneedleman@essexct.gov
Maria Lucarelli, Assistant x112 mlucarelli@essexct.gov
Alyson Finnegan x145 afinnegan@essexct.gov

ANIMAL CONTROL OFFICER   
Harry Plaut, ACO x160 hplaut@essexct.gov
Caroline Fountain, Assistant ACO x160 cfountain@essexct.gov

ASSESSOR
Jessica Sypher, Assessor x124 jsypher@essexct.gov
Karen Abercrombie, Assistant x123 kabercrombie@essexct.gov

BUILDING DEPARTMENT & FIRE MARSHAL
Bill DeMatteo, Building Official x117 Bdematteo@essexct.gov 
John Planas, Fire Marshal x146 jplanas@essexct.gov
Darcy Roper x144 droper@essexct.gov 

FINANCE DEPARTMENT
Tracey Celentano, Director of Finance x122 tcelentano@essexct.gov
Dana Novorio, Assistant x116 dnovorio@essexct.gov
James Francis, Treasurer x127 jfrancis@essexct.gov

HEALTH DEPARTMENT
Lisa Fasulo, Director of Health x118 lfasulo@essexct.gov
Kerry Berardinelli x119 kberardinelli@essexct.gov
Don Mitchell x151 dmitchell@essexct.gov

LANDFILL/RECYCLING CENTER 860-767-1926
Bill Armstead, Supervisor x163 barmstead@essexct.gov

PARK AND RECREATION COMMISSION
Mary Ellen Barnes, Director x110 mbarnes@essexct.gov
Tim LaChance x148 tlachance@essexct.gov

PLANNING & ZONING  
ZONING ENFORCEMENT
Carey Duques, Enforcement Agent x115 cduques@essexct.gov

PUBLIC WORKS 860-767-0715
Ryan Welch, Director x161 rwelch@essexct.gov
Richard Gallacher, David Martin,  
David Massey, Paul Mackenzie

REGISTRARS OF VOTERS  
Caitlin Riley x142 criley@essexct.gov
Barbara Ryan x142 bryan@essexct.gov

RESIDENT STATE TROOPER
ESSEX POLICE 860-767-1054
Mark Roberts, Resident State Trooper x130 mroberts@essexct.gov
Paul Kenefick  jkenefick@essexct.gov
Todd Belcourt  tbelcourt@essexct.gov
Christopher McCarthy  cmccarthy@essexct.gov
Karen Reilly  kreilly@essexct.gov
Robert Hart  rhart@essexct.gov
Judson Howes  jhowes@essexct.gov
Charles Burns  cburns@essexct.gov

SOCIAL SERVICES
Mary Ellen Barnes x201 mbarnes@essexct.gov

TAX COLLECTOR
Megan Haskins, Tax Collector x120 mhaskins@essexct.gov
Lynne Skinner, Assistant x121 lskinner@essexct.gov

TOWN CLERK
Joel Marzi, Town Clerk x129 jmarzi@essexct.gov
Yvonne Roziak, Assistant x128 yroziak@essexct.gov

TOWN HALL OPERATIONS/ MAINTENANCE
Andrew Harrington x136 aharrington@essexct.gov

w w w. e s s e x c t . g o v 

When we are grieving the loss of a close family  
member, it can be challenging to concentrate, let 
alone fill out paperwork for the funeral home, life 
insurance company or the probate court. 

To help be prepared for this challenge, it is important 
to know what the law is surrounding probate require- 
ments, as well as the utility of following correct pro-
bate procedure, even if all estate assets are jointly held, 
in order to avoid negative downstream consequences.

FIRST
Connecticut law requires that the person in posses-
sion of the original will of a deceased person must  
deliver the will either to: (1) the person designated 
to be the executor, or (2) the Probate Court. If the 
will is delivered to the Probate Court, it should be 
delivered to the Probate Court where the deceased 
person last resided with an intent to stay (referred  
to as their domicile). If the person was domiciled  
in Chester, Clinton, Deep River, Essex, Haddam,  
Killingworth, Lyme, Old Saybrook or Westbrook, 
the will should be delivered to the Saybrook Probate 
Court located on the second floor of the Old Say-
brook Town Hall at 302 Main Street in Old Saybrook. 
Sometimes people wonder what happens with these 
wills – it can be hard to let them go. We store these 
original wills in perpetuity, first in our office, then 

The Probate Court and You

Do I Need Probate  
if All of the Estate Assets  
are Jointly Held?

Judge Jeannine Lewis,  
Saybrook District Probate Court.

Photo courtesy of Laura Matesky Photography.
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in the Town Clerk’s vault at the Old 
Saybrook Town Hall, and eventually at 
either the State Library (wills executed 
in 1976 or earlier) or at Meyer Records 
Management.

SECOND
Connecticut law also requires each 
person in actual or constructive 
possession of any property of the 
deceased person to file a Form CT  
706 NT (a Connecticut Estate Tax  
Return for Nontaxable Estates) with 
the Probate Court. The Form CT 706 
NT must be filed for each deceased 
person who, at the time of death was 
a Connecticut resident, within six (6) 
months after their date of death. When 
all assets are held jointly between 
spouses, filing the Form CT-706 NT 
may seem like an unwelcome, extra 
task at an already challenging time. If 
more time is needed, a request for an 
extension of time should be made with 
the Probate Court. The request will 

be automatically granted as long as it 
is filed before the due date of the Form 
CT-706 NT (6 months after death). If 
spouses jointly own a home, it is very 
important that the Form CT-706 NT 
is filed, and lists the home. The reason 
why the home must be listed on the 
Form CT-706 NT even if it is owned 
jointly by spouses, is because a release 
of estate tax and probate fee liens from 
the Probate Court is needed in order to 
clear title to the home so it can later be 
sold. If the release is not obtained soon 
after the first spouse dies, it will still 
need to be obtained before the house 
can be sold, and can cause unwelcome 

delay at the time of the real estate 
closing.  

Fortunately, if all assets of the deceased 
person are owned jointly or pass by a 
beneficiary designation, an abbreviated 
process (called a “tax purposes only 
estate”) allows probate to be completed 
quickly, often in several months’ time.

If you still have questions, contact us 
at: 860-510-5028. We are happy to 
guide you through the necessary steps 
for probate to ensure you comply with 
Connecticut law and properly admin- 
ister the assets of the deceased.

It is important to know what 
the law is surrounding probate 
requirements concerning wills.
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Town Clerk’s Office

Michael J. Henn		  75 Woodland Drive			   Centerbrook

Monica Raynor & Regina Corso		  18 Heron Pond Road			   Essex

Taylor Riggio & Stefanos Torkos		  57 Comstock Avenue			   Ivoryton

Kristen A. Urquhart		  12 Falls River Circle			   Ivoryton

Gretchen Dale		  38 North Main Street, Unit 7		  Essex

James P. Lockhart Jr.		  10 Falls River Circle			   Ivoryton

Joseph Manzell & Matthew Kane		 56 West Hills Road			   Ivoryton

Jon Orman		  16 Hickory Lane			   Ivoryton

Corrine L. & Edmund Terry		  26 Parker Terrace			   Essex

Alphonse Rauccio &

	 Nancy Kelly		  30 Mares Hill Road			   Ivoryton

Kevin P. Moran		  9 Falls River Circle			   Ivoryton

Howard Jones II		  24 Essex Hills Drive			   Essex

David & Natalie Phillips		  138 Main Street			   Centerbrook

Anne Novak		  85 River Road, Unit J-6			   Essex

WELCOME TO CENTERBROOK,  
ESSEX AND IVORYTON

29 West Avenue, Essex, CT

LOSS OF RESIDENTS AND FRIENDS
February
Brian F. Jobson
William W. Waterman
William J. McCann
Elizabeth A. Dempsey
Sam C. Lindberg
Elizabeth E. Kusche

March
Robert A. Bartholomew
Katharina Youll
Claire E. Crosby 

April
Donald A. Carlson
George G. Atkeson
Emma Jane Alvarez

May
Cynthia E. Rischall
Theresa Sousa
Nancy R. Ford
Francelia Francis
June S.  O’Brien
Russell W. Hyde

June
William B. Hawke
Helen S. Chatman
Cathleen G. Keogh

Respectfully submitted, 
Yvonne Roziak
Assistant Town Clerk

CYR Drywall, Inc.

Call for Free Estimates
MICHAEL CYR  |  cyrdrywall@yahoo.com

P.O. Box 1030, Westbrook, CT 06498  
FULLY INSURED  |  HIC.0571279

 Call or Text 
 860-669-5488

www.cyrdrywall.com

→ Specializing in Installing & Finishing Sheetrock

→ Residential, New Construction & Commercial

→ Texture Popcorn Ceiling Removal

→ Water Damage Repair   

→ Acoustic Ceiling Installation 

Providing Quality Repairs and Service 
for Over 30 Years

Family Owned & Operated

YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD 
AUTO REPAIR CENTER

• Complete Repairs / Foreign & Domestic
• Computer Diagnostics

• Tires, Brakes & Undercar Service
114 Main Street

Ivoryton, CT 06442

860.767.1692
email: ivorytonservice@gmail.com
www.ivorytonservicecenter.com
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RECYCLING
•	 Recycling is mandatory per CT Statute Sec. 22a-256 or  
	 Sec. 22a-208v.
•	 Items should be clean and only accepted items should go  
	 in compactor (see list of acceptable items on sign below  
	 compactor doors).

TRASH
•	 Household Trash Compactor is for Household Trash Only!
	 Examples: Food waste, food wrappers, styrofoam packaging,  
	 kitchen & cooking waste, bathroom trash
•	 Pillows, bedding, carpet, plastic bins, construction  
	 materials, and electrical supplies do not belong in the  
	 household trash compactor! The Transfer Station Supervisor  
	 will tell you where to put these items.
•	 Large cardboard open top container is for cardboard 3  
	 feet or larger only! Small cardboard should go in Single  
	 Stream Compactor. No packing material such as Styrofoam,  
	 bubble wrap, or foam sheeting is permitted. 
•	 Food Scraps – they can be brought to the Transfer Station  
	 for FREE.

LEAVES & BRUSH
•	 Leaf dump is provided for leaves, grass clippings, flowers,  
	 weeds, and dirt. 
•	 Brush pile is for sticks and logs only. No stumps! 
	
PAINT
•	 Paint & Stains only, no solvents, thinners, boat or car paint.  
•	 Cans must have a legible factory label. Empty cans or cans  
	 with dried up paint go in household trash.

See attendant before proceeding to bulky waste or brush area!

Please visit www.essexct.gov/landfilltransfer-station for more 
information. 

Public Works

Transfer Station

125 Westbrook Road, Essex, CT 
Next to Walgreens Drug Store 

860-767-8606

Please enjoy viewing our extensive selection  
of  Wine, Beer and Spirits.  

Any questions? Please ask our staff!
Follow us on fb & instagram: 

essex_wine_and_spirits

Essex Wine & Spirits
WE OFFER: 

  Great Selection & Great Prices 
        Wines from Around the World
               The Right Wine for the  
                           Right Time
                        A Great Selection of   
                          Unique Craft Beers  

       Premium Spirits,  
               Cordials and Champagne...

      whatever you need!

ajshea.com

I look forward to addressing your concerns in the following areas of law...
REAL ESTATE:  Refinance • Purchase • Sale • Reverse Mortgage

SMALL BUSINESS:  Formation • Consulting • Purchase • Sale • Corporation • LLC

WILLS & PROBATE:  Probate Administration • Living Wills • Estate Planning

Peter@lawforlocals.com • SERVING THE COMMUNITY SINCE 1992 • www.lawforlocals.com
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continued on page 30

• Custom Homes
• Additions
• Full Remodeling
   Services
• Window Replacement
• Custom Millwork
• Storm Shutters

ConneCting Your ConneCtiCut!

860.510.0429
www.rivervalleytransit.com

River Valley Transit is Operated by  
the Estuary Transit District

Half Price 
Taxi Vouchers 

throughout CT!

NEW!

Thanks to a tremendous outpouring of community support it took just six months 
to reach the $100,000 goal to fund the Essex Veterans Memorial Hall’s expansion 
and renovation project. In September, The Essex Foundation announced a match-
ing gift challenge where every dollar up to $50,000 donated by community mem-
bers, groups, and businesses would be matched 100% by the Foundation to help 
Hall members in their efforts to welcome more community members and better 
serve their needs. Community contributions hit the $50,000 mark in March, trig-
gering the Foundation’s $50,000 match and a celebratory check presentation at the 
Centerbrook site on April 13. 

Community Rallies to Meet Essex 
Foundation Matching Gift Challenge 
to Support Local Veterans
$100,000 Awarded for Expansion & Renovation  
of Essex Veterans Memorial Hall

Members of The Essex Foundation Board and Essex Veterans Memorial Hall  
share a celebratory moment after the presentation of a $100,000 gift  

to the Hall funded by community donations that were matched by the Foundation.

“I am overwhelmed by the generosity and the number of individuals who contrib-
uted to this cause,” commented Bruce Glowac, President of The Essex Foundation 
Board of Directors. “Thank you to all for once again demonstrating what wonder-
ful communities we live in.”

Construction planning and work, overseen by House Committee Chair Paul  
Knudsen, will now move forward, and includes enlarging and renovating the  
kitchen, adding a new porch and outdoor dining area, installing a new roof and 
ADA accessible ramp, and updating the meeting room interior. Hall members  
will provide most of the volunteer labor while the $100,000 award will be used  
to cover the cost of equipment, materials, and specialized labor. 

Essex Veterans Memorial Hall is the last known stand-alone 501(c)(19) nonprofit 
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Clothing • Jewelry
Gifts • Essex Merchandise

“I look forward to seeing you!”
– Emmy

45 Main Street, Essex
860.767.7877

Open Daily

Join us on Facebook!

www.emmysonmain.com

a whimsical boutique
veterans’ organization on the East 
Coast. After World War II the Town 
of Essex conveyed the Centerbrook 
Schoolhouse to the group for $1 with 
the stipulation that the organization 
remain intact and take full respon-
sibility for maintaining the building. 
Located at 3 Westbrook Road in  
Centerbrook, it now serves as a  
resource for 180 members, their  
families, and the greater community. 

Other nonprofit groups use the Hall 
free of charge for meetings and activi-
ties. Non-members can rent the space 
for special events and celebrations. 

With recent renovations, parking lot 
improvements, and the installation  

of a stand-by generator, also sup-
ported by grants from The Essex 
Foundation, the Hall can also be 
used as a community comfort station 
during storm-related power outages. 

Founded in 1970, The Essex Founda- 
tion, Inc is a 501(3)(c) nonprofit 
organization dedicated to making a 
difference in the lives of Essex citizens 
by providing support for new services 
and needs not met by other charitable 
organizations. 

More information on the Matching 
Gift Challenge and other projects 
supported by The Essex Foundation 
can be found at: www.TheEssex
Foundation.org. 

Gift Challenge - Veterans... continued from page 28

For Information About Essex, Visit Our Town Website at: 

www.essexct.gov
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Summer Reading is in full swing here at the Essex Library!  
Don’t miss the big tri-town summer show!  The Essex, Ivoryton, 
Chester, and Deep River libraries have collaborated to bring  
Bryson Lang to the community at the Chester Meeting House on 
July 27. This show is amazing for all ages, and not one to miss.

The Summer Reading theme this year is Find Your Voice, and we 
have been having so much fun learning the different ways we can 
express ourselves. The fun continues through August with exciting 
children’s programming, including but not limited to American 
Sign Language classes on Zoom, Family Paint Night and Karaoke 
Night, Animal Programs with DPNC, story times for all ages, and 
art and STEAM programs for toddlers! Amazing teen program-
ming will also continue, with new clubs forming around poetry, 
art, and anime & manga. Join the Bring Your Own Book Club or 

Essex Library  
Association

Essex Library by Donna Richard.

put together a team for a special teen board game night in 
August! Check our website for specific dates and times.

Essex Library is also thrilled to announce the beginning  
of our Teen and Tween Dungeons and Dragons Guilds. We  
will start in early August with Intro to DnD for Tweens and 
Intro to DnD for Teens. Participants will be invited to learn 
about the world of DnD by playing a one-shot game with 

continued on page 32
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It’s summer and in Libraryland, that 
means Summer Reading activities for 
the kids! We’re about halfway through but 
we still have a lot going on for children at 
the Ivoryton Library:

There would be no sales without your generous 
donations. Please drop off your gently used 
books, puzzles, and games during library 
hours. Remember that donations need to 
be in good condition.  Think resale! Visit 

www.youressexlibrary.org/friends/
friends-book-sale/ for a detailed  
description of donation “please’s” 
and “no thank you’s.”

As always, thank you for supporting 
the library and remember to check the  

A big thank you goes out to all who attended the 2nd Annual 
Cocktails with the Friend’s event! It was a lovely evening with 
great conversation, scrumptious nibbles, and lively music all at 
one beautiful location.

During the heat of the summer, take time to slow down and read 
great books. Our focused monthly sale for August features art 
and coffee table books. September through mid-October features 
literature, poetry, humor and politics.

BOOK SALE NEWS
Mark your calendars for the fall book sale on Saturday, October 
14th and Monday, October 16th. Saturday will feature our regular 
sale and Monday is the Bag of Books sale. Fill your bag with books 
for just $10 and get a second bag for $5.

Friends of the Essex Library

A Big Thank You & Bag of Books Sale in October!

Essex Library... continued from page 31

pre-made characters to get a feel for how 
DnD is played. Character building and 
campaigns will begin in early September, 
so stay tuned!

Adults will be able to supplement their 
own summer reading in August as the 
library makes copies of The Color Purple 

by Alice Walker available for a commu-
nity-wide reading event. Readers will be 
prepared for the discussions and other 
programs that will follow in the fall in 
conjunction with the Ivoryton Playhouse’s 
production of the musical based on this 
Pulitzer and National Book Award-win-
ning novel.

Essex Library is your air-conditioned 
oasis for finding your next favorite book, 
learning a new skill or broadening your 
horizons. There are no overdue fees for 
Essex Library materials and our programs 
and events are always FREE and open to 
the public.

website at: www.youressexlibrary.org often, to see what’s new at  
the library and with the Friends! 

At the beginning of the year, we asked you 
to respond to our survey about changes 
the Ivoryton Library could make to better 
serve our community. Many people asked 
for Sunday hours and now, we’re open on 
Sundays!  

In fact, we’re open seven days a week:
 

Ivoryton Library 106 Main Street  |  PO Box 515  |  Ivoryton, CT 06442
860-767-1252  |  staff@ivorytonlibrary.org

	 ASL with Katie Orcutt, Thursday, 8/10 
at 4:00 pm for kids in Grades 2-8. Students 
and their parents are encouraged to join 
us for a 1/2 hour of basic American Sign 
Language instruction and practice.
	 Kids Who Code meets on the 3rd 
Tuesday of each month at 4:00 pm for 
Grades 4-8. Participants will learn different 
aspects of computer science and complete 
various challenges! 
	 Keep a look out for our Butterfly 
Garden Party for kids in Grades 2-8 (Date 
TBD) Held in the Children’s Garden of the 
Library, we will be assisted by Essex Boy 
Scout, Tyler Ruel as he works towards his 
Eagle Scout award. He will be installing 
a Little Free Library for us to maintain as 
well as increasing our Butterfly garden!
	 On Thursday, July 27, we join with 

Monday 9-5
Tuesday 9-5
Wednesday 9-8
Thursday 9-5

Friday 9-5
Saturday 9-12
Sunday 12-3
Come see us!

Chester, Deep River and Essex Libraries  
to present comedy-juggler Bryson Lang. 
4:00 pm at the Chester Meeting House.

We hope you are in training for the  
Annual Ivoryton Pumpkin Chase,  
our 5K through the village and Falls River 
Trail. Saturday, October 21 at 9:00 am.

COMING THIS NOVEMBER
The Ivoryton Library Escape Room.  
Welcome to Miss Havisham’s parlor.  
You didn’t drink her tea, did you?

Information on the above is or will soon 
be on our website along with registration 
instructions. We look forward to seeing 
you!
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THIS YEAR’S MAY MARKET WAS THE CLUB’S  
MOST SUCCESSFUL EVER! 
Even the weather cooperated. More than 2,000 members 
plants, 400 tomato plants, 500 herb plants and a plethora of 
hanging baskets went to happy homes. Sales of garlic salt, 
jewelry, boutique items, and treasures added to the record 
income.

At the same time, Garden Club members planted Knock-Out 
roses, Russian sage, and Prima Angelina sedum throughout 
the islands of Centerbrook, Essex and Ivoryton – courtesy 
of the Club’s annual flower budget and a generous donation 
from the estate of the late Essex Garden Club member Thea 
Alderman. 

In addition, plants were given to the Ancient Order of Essex 
Weeders for the islands along Route 154 at the intersection 
of Route 153. Annuals have also been planted at the Silent 
Policeman, in the containers in front of Town Hall, in pots in 
the Town Park and at the Transfer Station. 

Garden Club members will continue to take care of watering 

Essex Garden Club

A Stellar Spring for Essex Garden Club and 
Beautiful Summer ahead for the Town of Essex

and weeding these areas, keeping our Town beautiful 
throughout the summer.

And the best news of all …. The Club funded scholarships 
to six area students totaling $20,000. Camperships were 
also provided for 43 Essex Elementary students to attend 

Tomatoes, tomatoes, everywhere!
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area environmental camps offered by the Incarnation Center, 
Camp Hazen, and Essex Parks and Recreation this summer.

The proceeds from the Club’s annual May Market make these 
scholarships possible along with generous grants received 
from The Kitchings Family Foundation and Essex Savings 
Bank.

The Essex Garden Club thanks all who made these successes 
possible – we couldn’t do it without you!

For more information about the activities of the Essex Garden 
Club or to learn about membership, please visit our website 
at: www.essexgardenclubct.org.

5 of the 6 scholarship recipients with EGC Scholarship Chair Deb Carreau 
from left to right: Tabitha Hardgrove, Jack Finnegan, Deb Carreau (Chair 
of EGC Scholarship Committee), Michael McCauley, Anna Benson and 

Nathaniel Hill. (not present: Emma Carey).
Photo courtesy of Leslie Barlow Photo.

ESSEX GARDEN CLUB
P.O. Box 936  |  Essex, CT 06426

OUR MISSION
• To further the knowledge of gardening and  

the artistic use of plant materials.
• To stimulate interest in civic beautification.

• To aid in the conservation of natural resources.
• To promote educational and charitable projects which  
emphasize conservation, ecology and civic improvement.



 36       Essex Events • Quarter 3 • 2023	 www.eventsmagazines.com 

	

The Safe & Clear
WATER SOLUTION 

For all Your Family’s Needs
• Water Softeners
• Iron Filters
• Neutralizers PH  
 Adjustments
• Radon Removal
• Bacteria Removal
• Sales and Service

Ask about our 12 YEAR 
Well Pump Warranty

Call Now  203.458.8111 
RhodesPump.com

THE HILLS ARE ALIVE!  
One of the most beloved musicals 
of all time! The Sound of Music 
starring Adrianne Hick, David 
Pittsinger and Patricia Schuman 
is on stage at Ivoryton Playhouse 
now until July 30. 

In Austria, 1938, an exuberant young governess 
brings music and joy back to a broken family,  
only to face danger and intrigue as the Nazis gain 
power. The spirited, romantic, and universally 
beloved story of Maria and the von Trapp family 
will thrill audiences the entire month of July.  
Featuring all the songs we know and love includ-
ing “Climb Every Mountain”, “Edelweiss”, “My 
Favorite Things” and the iconic title song. This 
is truly a show for the whole family. Presenting 
sponsor: Privé Swiss Wellness. Directed by  
Jacqueline Hubbard.

TIME TO GO TO JERSEY IN AUGUST!  
From August 10, Jersey Boys will be thrilling audiences until September 10.  
Jersey Boys is the international musical phenomenon that takes you behind  
the scenes - and behind the music - of Frankie Valli and The Four Seasons. 
Winner of the 2006 Best Musical Tony Award, Jersey Boys is filled with all of 
their greatest hits, “Sherry,” “Walk Like A Man,” “Can’t Take My Eyes Off You,” 
and so many more. No wonder that, for over 15 years, America’s favorite musi-
cal is the one about the boys from Jersey. Directed by Todd Underwood.

WAITING IN THE WINGS 
The Color Purple (September 28 – October 22) and Million Dollar Quartet 
Christmas (November 16 – December 17).  

DID YOU KNOW?  
Ivoryton Playhouse offers discounted tickets on Thursday nights! On Thursday 
nights at 6:00 pm, tickets for that night’s 7:30 pm performance can be purchased 
for only $25. Limit four tickets per person. Tickets available at the box office 
only, for that performance only. Subject to availability. It is a mission of Ivoryton 
Playhouse to bring affordable, professional, high quality theatre experiences to 
our community.

Please call our box office at: 860-767-7318 or visit us on the web at: www.
ivorytonplayhouse.org to order tickets and secure your seats for these sensa-
tional productions!

David Pittsinger.  
Photo by Christian Steiner.

Ivoryton Playhouse

Come to Ivoryton 
Playhouse to Sing 
& Dance Your Way 

Through Summer!



	

    Essex Events • Quarter 3 • 2023	 www.eventsmagazines.com          37

NEW HAVEN STYLE 
PIZZA COMES TO DOWNTOWN 

ESSEX!

NOW OFFERING 
BRICK OVEN SANDWICHES

OPEN FOR LUNCH 
INDOOR SEATING SOON

860.662.4497
privateerspizza.com  •  55 Main St, Essex, CT  06426 

              @privateerspizza
Delivery Available by Shoreline Menus

BRICK OVEN PIZZA
TRADITIONAL & SPECIALTY

Voted Top 3 Shoreline Pizzeria’s

Beneath their natural beauty, wetland areas perform a number 
of vital environmental functions. In addition to their recrea- 
tional uses, wetland areas help reduce flood damage by acting 
as water storage basins during storms and snow melts. Healthy 
wetlands help purify streams and rivers and recharge the water 
table.

PROTECTING WETLANDS AND WATERCOURSES
In 1972, the State of Connecticut enacted the Inland Wetlands 
and Watercourses Act to protect the fragile ecosystems of its 
inland wetland areas. The Act led to the establishment of the 
Essex Inland Wetlands and Watercourses Commission (EIW-
WC) that is charged with helping to preserve the Town’s inland 
wetlands areas.

Inland Wetlands & Watercourses Commission

Caution: Wetlands at Work! 
   

 

Visit our Store for all Your Pool Supplies
9 North High Street, Clinton, CT 06413

860-669-6919
Still the same number after 50 years

Now is the 
Time for Your 

New Pool !

54 Years of 
Great Service!

We Offer:
• Free Water Testing 
• Weekly Cleaning Service
• Complete Line of 
  Chemicals and Supplies

• Liner Replacement 
  & Renovations
• Salt System Installations
• Pumps, Filters, Heaters
• Safety Covers

Remember a building permit 
 is required and may take 4 to 6 weeks to complete.

The EIWWC helps balance the interests of property owners 
with protecting wetland ecosystems.  The EIWWC regulated 
most proposed activities within wetland areas.  While many 
people are aware that wetlands are legally protected, many do 
not realize that wetlands and watercourses are bordered by a 
designated 100-foot upland Review Area that is also legally 
protected from disturbance without a permit.  

The EIWWC regulates activities such as tree or brush removal, 
filling, excavating and construction in wetlands and in the 100 
foot- Upland Review Area.  These activities can cause soil loss 
and erosion that can damage adjacent wetlands.  Wetland areas 
are legally designated by a soil scientist or other professional.  

Regulated activities require a permit application that is ap-
proved by the Commission.  Non-regulated activities such as 
outdoor recreation, swimming, canoeing, camping and hiking 
are not regulated and do not require a permit, provided that 
they do not significantly disturb the natural character of the 
wetland or watercourse.

Before you begin a project or an activity in a wetland area or 
within 100 feet of a wetland, please call the Essex Land Use 
office 860-767-4340 x115 to learn how to apply for a permit.
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Check Out Our New
Frozen Food Section

Home to the finest quality  
meats on the shoreline.

Cliff Ward - Owner 
88 Plains Road, Essex, CT 06426

860-767-1539
fax: 860-767-1323

Call with Your Order

Fresh Prime Steaks
Our own Smoked Meats
Check Out Our New
Frozen Food Section

for prepared meals, veggies & 
other fine foods whether it’s for 

two people or your whole family

Sailing Masters of 1812

From Essex to the Alps
One warm, summer afternoon, after regaling locals and tourists 
near the Connecticut River with a variety of Fife & Drum music, 
the Sailing Masters noticed a distinguished looking gentleman 
standing on the dock wearing a Navy uniform dripping with  
gold braid and weighed down by an impressive array of gleaming 
medals.

As the gentleman was looking all around with a perplexed expres-
sion, the Sailing Master’s Captain approached and offered “Can we 
help you?” The gentleman took a long gaze at the Sailing Masters in 
their War of 1812 Naval Uniforms. “I am looking for the naval base 
in Essex, England. Are you the Royal Navy?”

“Um..no. This is Essex, CT, in the United States.” “Oh dear, oh dear, 
oh dear. My GPS must be a bit off. That would explain why the 
English Channel was a lot wider than I expected. It was really the 
Atlantic Ocean,” the gentleman explained.

The Captain pressed “May we ask who you are?” The gentleman 
paused and apologized; “Permit me to introduce myself,” as he 
doffed his rather large hat and bowed low at the waist. “I am Karl 
Friedrich Munchausen - Admiral of the Fleet in the Imperial  
wwSwiss Navy.”

The Sailing Masters all exchanged curious glances. “The Imperial 
Swiss Navy?” “Yes; I serve, his Imperial Majesty - the Emperor of all 
Switzerland; Mightiest of the Mighty.” As they digested that introduc-
tion, one of the musicians inquired tentatively, “But isn’t Switzerland 
landlocked?”

”Ah! All part of the Emperor’s brilliant plan!” proclaimed the  
Admiral. “Do you recall how Pearl Harbor suffered a sneak attack? 
By having no harbors, nobody can suddenly attack our ships in port.” 
“Switzerland has ships?” a Fifer politely probed.
 
“No. That is also part of the Emperor’s genius. And we have a mutual 
Naval Aid Pact with Austria and Luxembourg.” Aren’t those countries 

Sailing Masters of 1812 marching. Photo by Anna Sullivan.
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continued on page 40

landlocked too?” a Snare Drummer diplomatically queried.The  
Admiral nodded sagely. “Of course. If we have no harbors and no 
ships; they can’t be attacked. You must admit it makes perfect sense.” 

After a long hush, a thoroughly amused Color Guard broke the 
silence. “Well, you can’t really argue with the Emperor’s logic. “With 
his innovative strategy, the Emperor fears no threats, no dangers, 
no enemies.” “It sounds like your Emperor is quite unflappable,” 
the Color Guard admitted. “It is true!” The Admiral verified as he 
stabbed the air with his finger. “The Emperor cannot be flapped!”

A second Fifer couldn’t help asking; “If you have no ships, how did 
you get here?” “I just flew in from Switzerland; and boy are my arms 
tired.” “Are you sure you are looking for a naval base? It sounds like 
you’re looking for a stand-up comedy club… a bad one” countered 
the Fifer with a smile. “Not at all” came the straight-faced reply.

“That is a very splendid uniform” admired a Lieutenant with a shiny 
Bos’n Pipe prominent on her uniform, in an attempt to change the 
subject. “This old thing?” the Admiral reacted courteously. “This is 
what Swiss Admirals wear on laundry day.”

A Bass Drummer toward the back beckoned; “What are all of the 
medals for?”

Sailing Masters of 1812 in concert.

“The Emperor gra-
ciously bestowed these 
decorations upon me 
as a reward for being 
undefeated at sea.”  
The Color Guard  
Lieutenant chimed in. 
“How many sea battles 
have you been in?” 
“None. What part of 
‘No ships’ don’t you 
understand?” queried 
the Admiral with his 
head cocked slightly to 
one side, and a quizzi-

cal look on his face. “It’s 
much easier to remain undefeated if you never fight a battle.”

“You must admit it makes perfect sense!” another Drummer pointed 
out chirpily.
“Well obviously” rejoined the Admiral. “Now if I may ask; exactly 
who are you?”
“We are the Sailing Masters of 1812.” the Captain announced  
proudly.  “We are…”
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Staring unblinking at the 
Captain, the Admiral 
considered for a moment. 
“Forgive me for saying so 
Captain; but I must admit 
I find the behavior of the 
Sailing Masters to be a bit 
peculiar… ”

If you want to have fun 
in a ‘peculiar’ way, and 
would like to have villag-
ers in the mountains sing 
folk songs about you, the 
Sailing Masters invite you 

to “Come Aboard!” No previous musical experience required. 
You can choose from fife, snare drum, bass drum, and color 
guard (carry a flag.) 

FOR MORE INFORMATION
The Sailing Masters of 1812 can be contacted through our 
Facebook Page or at: info@sailingmasters.org; or please contact 
Vicki at: 860-212-1606 or captainvicki1812@gmail.com.

Sailing Masters... continued from page 39

“A Fife & Drum Corps!” exclaimed the Admiral cutting the 
Captain off mid-sentence.  

“You still have many admirers in Switzerland! Your Corps visit-
ed Switzerland several years ago and played with our Swiss Fife 
& Drum Corps. Our people loved your music and remember it 
as being such an enjoyable time. As a matter of fact, villagers in 
the mountains still sing folk songs about you!”

“I have heard many stories about you. That you lead many fun 
parades in your town throughout the year. You commemorate 
your town’s battle with the British in the War of 1812. You kick 
off your town’s winter holiday season. About your Irish tradition 
of ‘The Wearing of the Green’. You dress in outlandish costumes 
to celebrate your Halloween.”

He pondered for a few seconds. “I heard another story… 
something about your Corps escorting a very large groundhog 
up Main Street while wearing groundhog hats? I must not have 
heard that right. That would be inexplicable.  
Nobody would do that.”

“Yes! We welcome Essex Ed!” confirmed the Captain with  
a wide grin.

Emergency Management

Prepare for Power Outages this Summer
Eversource - Electricity Transmission 
& Distribution Company
Electricity to your property comes from 
Eversource not the Town of Essex. If you 
lose power, report the outage directly to 
Eversource - even if you think a neigh-
bor already reported it. Eversource will 
calculate how many customers are with-
out power in an area, assign a priority 
level and repair crew, and will provide 
customers with an estimated time for 
restoration.  

Broken Pole / Downed Power Line
The Town of Essex cannot repair a 
broken pole or reconnect a downed 
power line - only Eversource crews can 
perform this work. Town crews will only 
clear branches and debris from road-
ways if there are no wires or other safety 
hazards. Eversource crews must first 
verify downed wires are de-energized 
before the Town crew can work safely 

and clear roads. This takes time. Always 
be situationally aware of the dangers 
associated with downed wires and be 
prepared for prolonged outages. Know 
alternate routes to and from your home.

Report all power outages  
directly to Eversource
1.	https://www.eversource.com/cg/
	 customer/reportoutage
2.	Call 1-800-286-2000
3.	Download the mobile app from  
	 Google Play or App Store
4.	Sign up to receive outage alerts via  
	 text, email, phone. https://www.
	 eversource.com/security/account/
	 login?ReturnUrl=/cg/customer/alerts 

Safety is your responsibility
1.	Stay far away from fallen tree limbs  
	 and electrical wires; assume all  
	 downed wires are “live.”
2.	NEVER drive over fallen wires or  

	 around a barricade and NEVER move  
	 or relocate a barricade. Barricades  
	 are intentionally placed for your 
	 protection and signify danger ahead.  
	 Use an alternate route to get to your  
	 destination
3.	Operate power generators outside of  
	 the home and adhere to all safety  
	 procedures
4.	Refer to: www.Eversource.com for  
	 Storm Preparedness and Restoration  
	 Processes.   

Stay safe,
Lisa Fasulo, 
Emergency Management Director



	

    Essex Events • Quarter 3 • 2023	 www.eventsmagazines.com          41

Specializing in Coastal 
Home and Business Insurance

46 Plains Road
Unit 31 

PO Box 129
Essex, CT 06426
860-767-0084

www.matherandpitts.com

Tim Csere 
Managing Director 

T: 860-598-3016   
F: 860-767-0094   

tim.csere@optisure.com

Paul Uricchio 
Producer 

T: 860-581-9057   
F: 860-767-0094   

paul.uricchio@optisure.com

WMRD 
103.7 - FM
1150 - AM
Middletown - Hartford

WLIS
97.3 - FM
1420 - AM

Old Saybrook - New London

We are 
The Best of the Valley & Shoreline!!
News, Weather, Sports, Traffic, Music, Talk 

and Opinion, from around the Corner  
and around the World!!

We’ve Got Personality!!!
www.wliswmrd.net

Never in a million years did I think I would still be doing this! 
My interest in video and public access TV began in the early 
1980s when I chaired the board of the newly created access tv 
station in Windsor called WIN-TV.  Back then, all 6 towns in 
the greater Hartford area had their own stations, each with its 
own access coordinator. When Win-TV’s coordinator told me 
he would be leaving, I applied for and received the job. Newly 
armed with an associate degree in mass communications and 
a love of my community, the job was a good fit. Because the 
concept was new, I was given the freedom to implement inno-
vative ideas, with ample support from wonderful volunteers. 
I did everything including fundraising, program production, 
scheduling, publicity, and training. When a camera-shy volun-
teer preferred being behind the scenes, I hosted the show.

Public Access TV is Alive 
and Well!

Fast forward 40 plus years including my move to Essex 20 
years ago, where I became involved with the local community. 
When I was President of the Essex Historical Society a friend, 
Terry Garrity, suggested oral histories for the Society. After 
attending a show being done by Valley Shore Community 
TV, I thought this may be the best way to do oral histories. I 
visited the TV station and gained support from their Access 
Coordinator, Chris Morgan. 

I began producing the LOOKING BACK series in 2015, 
which features community members who have led extraor 
dinary lives. Essex Town Hall on Saturdays 9:00 – 10:00 am. 
They can also be seen at other times on the station’s website, 
VSCTV.com, or YouTube.com or Nutmeg TV. Have a look 
and enjoy! 

Mary Ann Pleva
Volunteer, 
Valley Shore Community TV

Valley Shore Community TV
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HOUSES OF WORSHIP

All Saints Episcopal Church.......................................... (860) 767-1698 

First Baptist Church ......................................................... (860) 767-8623

First Congregational Church ....................................... (860) 767-8097

St. Teresa of Calcutta Church ....................................... (860) 767-1284

St. John’s Episcopal Church .......................................... (860) 767-8095 

Trinity Lutheran Church ................................................ (860) 767-0228

CLUBS AND ORGANIZATIONS

Ancient Order of Weeders ............................................ (860) 767-2700

Democratic Town Committee ..................................... (860) 767-1973

Community Foundation of Middlesex County ..... (860) 347-0025 

Tri-Town Cub Scout Pack 13 .........................................(860)-558-2121

.................................................................................. tritownpack13@gmail

Essex Board of Trade ....................................................... (860) 767-3904 

Essex Boy Scouts of America ....................................... (860) 304-9027 

Essex Community Fund ................................................. (860) 304-2751 

Essex Cub Scouts of America ...................................... (860) 790-0681

Essex Garden Club .......................................................... (973) 809-6832

Essex Historical Society ................................................. (860) 767-0681

Essex Lion’s Club .............................................................. (860) 767-8072

Essex Land Trust ............................................. info@essexlandtrust.org

Essex Little League ................................... www.essexlittleleague.org 

Essex Veterans Memorial Hall ..................................... (860) 767-8892

F.I.S.H.  .................................................................................. (860) 388-2693

Ivoryton Company of Fifers & Drummers ............... (860) 767-2237

Ivoryton Village Alliance .......................... info@ivorytonalliance.org

Lower Valley Visiting Nurses ........................................ (860) 767-0186

Republican Town Committee...................................... (860) 262-0226

SCORE Mentors ................................................................ (860) 388-9508

The Shoreline Soup Kitchens ...................................... (860) 388-1988 

Tri-Town Youth Services Bureau ................................. (860) 526-3600

9 Town Transit ................................................................... (860) 510-0429

SCHOOLS

Essex Elementary School .............................................. (860) 767-8215

John Winthrop Middle School .................................... (860) 526-9546

Superintendent ................................................................ (860) 526-2417 

Valley Regional High School ........................................ (860) 526-5328

Essex - Community Listings

Thank you for food scrap composting  
and plastic thin film recycling! 

It’s working!

WORKING WITH THE NEXT GENERATION
•	 This spring, “Warriors in the Community” VRHS seniors, 
Noah and Sofia, helped clear part of a huge patch of Japanese 
Knotweed at Essex Elementary School. Fifteen trash bags full 
of this aggressive, invasive plant and roots were chopped and 
dug out. To limit the spread of knotweed, plants cannot go into 
the Town brush pile. They must be bagged. Watch for addition-
al “Invasive species cleanup days” this summer if you would 
like to volunteer!

•	 VRHS senior, Madeline Rice, presented the findings of her  
Capstone project on the potential benefits of solar carports at 
VRHS, to the May 10th meeting of Sustainable Essex. 

•	 We have embarked on an ambitious program to support 
composting efforts at ALL Region 4 schools. Partnering with 
Sustainable Chester and Deep River, we raised $12,000 
(matched by $15,000 from Sustainable CT) to support: 

Sustainable Essex

	 1.	Food scrap collection and transport in all 5 Region 4  
		  Schools for 2 years.
	 2.	Bins and posters at the schools to remind kids where  
		  food scraps should be disposed.
	 3.	A tri-town educational campaign to educate EVERY  
		  HOUSEHOLD about food scrap diversion and composting.

COMMUNITY EDUCATION 
On June 14 Ivoryton resident and Essex Land Trust board mem-
ber, Chet Arnold, presented “Threats to our local waterways and 
how we can help” at the Essex Library. 

VICTORY GARDENS
This growing season, Sustainable Essex will be accepting dona-

Earth Day litter clean up
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Local volunteers help 
clean our streets.

tions of produce from your garden and delivering them  
to Shoreline Soup Kitchens and Pantries. Essex Town Hall 
Saturdays, 9:00 - 10:00 am beginning - ongoing. Thank you  
for sharing!

TAKING A WALK IN YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD? 
Thank you for bringing along a glove and a small trash bag  
to rid our town of unsightly, polluting litter. 

Follow us on Facebook and visit us at: www.sustainable
essex.com.

Free household hazardous waste collections  
for Essex residents will take place from 9:00 am to  
1:00 pm on the following Saturdays: 
	 August 19, 2023 - (old) HHW facility, 
11 Dump Rd., Essex
	 September 16, 2023 - Middlesex Community  
College, 100 Training Hill Rd., Middletown
	 October 21, 2023 - Haddam Elementary School,  
272 Saybrook Rd., Higganum

Free paper shredding events for Essex residents  
will take place from 9:00 am to 12:00 pm on the  
following Saturdays: 
	 September 23, 2023 - Middlefield Community  
Center, 405 Main St., Middlefield
	 October 14, 2023 - Chester Town Hall,  
203 Middlesex Ave., Chester

To learn details and acceptable materials please visit us  
at: www.rivercog.org/household-hazardous-waste or 
find us on Facebook at: facebook.com/rivercog. 

Hazardous Waste  
Collections & Paper 
Shredding Events
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General Contractors
Gary & Paul Riggio / Ivoryton, CT

860-767-8494
Since 1950 our family owned business 
has continuously supplied quality work 
and pride ourselves in building strong 

customer relationships.

•  New Construction
•  Remodeling & Additions
•  General damage and  
 Insurance repairs

•  Kitchens and Baths 
•  Entertainment Centers
•  Decks
•  General Excavation
•  Site Work
•  Licensed Septic Installers
•  General Trucking
•  Screened Topsoil
•  Dumpster Rentals

At the time of this July printing, the Essex Tree Committee will have finished their 
spring planting season.  They will start work on next year’s plans in September.  

Below is the list of trees that the ETC developed and will be installed in 2023. As 
of June 2023, there were 10 planted, 2 of which were donated. There were 2 replace-
ments for trees that succumbed to the elements.  

Tree Committee Finalizes Tree  
Planting List & Winds up 2023 Season

The Tree Committee is happy to accept donations for trees or plant memorial trees.  
The person’s name for whom the tree was planted is engraved on a plaque in Town 
Hall. The ETC is pleased to acknowledge the generous donations from the Garden 
Club and Land Trust and to have been a partner with them in their visions of beauti-
fication and preservation for Essex over the years.

Every Arbor Day a ceremony is held at the Essex Elementary School and the Essex 
Land Trust and the Essex Tree Committee jointly plant a tree. This year was no  
exception. The event was educational and enjoyable for all. 

A SUMMARY OF THE ESSEX TREE COMMITTEE’S MISSION & DUTIES.
The Essex Tree Committee was founded in 1990 to inventory, preserve and replace 
our beautiful street trees.  The Tree Committee has 6 members appointed by the 
Selectmen, and the Chairman, Augie Pampel, Essex Tree Warden, as an ex-officio 
member. The members serve for terms of 3 years. The Tree Committee meets in 
March, April, May, and September.

Funding comes from the Town, grants and donations. The ETC must plant on town 
property, not private or state property. However, the committee and Tree Warden 
consult with homeowners and Eversource to attain the best outcome when trees are 
slated for removal.

The goal is to replace trees in town that are taken down while providing diverse trees 
with beautiful structure. Once a tree is planted, the vendor is responsible for its care 
for the first year. Then the Town takes over. During the fall and winter, the Tree Com-
mittee considers possible planting sites and varieties.  

LOCATION							       QUANTITY				    TREE SPECIES

#35 Main Street Essex				    1							       Styrax
#1 Laurel Road Essex					    3							       Redbuds
#25 Kings Lane							       1							       October Glory Maple
West Avenue Essex						     1							       Red Sunset Maple
Sunset Pond
Bokum Road								        1							       Red Oak	
Cobble Stone Court
#7 High Street Essex					     1							       Red Sunset Maple
Corner of Clark Lane					     1							       October Glory Maple
& Maple Avenue
Corner of Main Street											           Undetermined
Ivoryton & Walnut Street 
Essex Elementary School			   1							       Red Sunset Maple
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LET’S PLANT SOME TREES!
It is critical that we protect, preserve, and replace our wonderful 
Town trees that become diseased or stressed, as well as the trees 
on our own properties. Residents are welcome and encouraged 
to donate to the Tree Committee and can request a memorial 
tree be planted. More information may be found on the Tree 
Committee’s page on the Town website at: www.essexct.gov/
tree-committee.

FIFTY YEARS AGO, IN MAY 1973, Connecticut’s legislature 
established the Connecticut River Gateway Commission to 
“prevent deterioration of the natural and traditional riverway 
scene for the enjoyment of present and future generations.”

The river’s unhealthy condition and the prospect of a national 
park stretching from Canada to Long Island Sound bringing a 
possible federal override of local control prompted political ac-
tion. Senator Abe Ribicoff quoted an observer, “unless steps [are] 
taken to protect this resource [the Connecticut River] it could 
easily turn into a marine version of the Berlin Turnpike.”

The legislation required five of the eight lower river towns — 
Chester, Deep River, East Haddam, Essex, Haddam, Lyme, Old 
Lyme and Old Saybrook — to join the compact for it to become 
official. All eight towns voted to join. In addition to the towns, 
representatives from a regional planning agency and a designee 
of the CT Department of Energy and Environmental Protection’s 
Commissioner serve on the Gateway Commission today.

The Commission operates within a 21,500-acre Conservation 
Zone encompassing the river estuary and ridgelines that over-
look the water. Its toolbox includes regulatory zoning standards, 
land protection and education. The Gateway Commission takes 
an even-handed approach in its responsibility, recognizing that 
the lower river valley’s beauty makes the area desirable for devel-
opment. A collaborative relationship with land use commissions, 
town planners and zoning enforcement officials helps the Com-
mission strike a balance between preservation and development.

Since 1973, the Gateway has protected 1,100 acres of land in all 
eight River towns in partnership with towns, land trusts, private 
parties and the State. 

The Connecticut River Gateway Commission website is found 
at: https://ctrivergateway.org/ and provides information on its 
mission and includes an interactive map so you may check if 
your home is within the conservation zone.

Parts of this submission are courtesy of Judy Preston and  
Estuary Magazine.

Connecticut River  
Gateway Commission
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Eversource has notified the Town that  
additional tree trimming will begin in the  

second and third quarters of 2023. Second quarter work will begin 
on Lynn Rd and the contractor will be Asplundh. The dark blue 
lines on the map are the roads that will be maintained by the con-
tractor Lucas. Both contractors are obliged by the PURA (Public 
Utilities Regulatory Authority) regulations and state statutes to 
notify abutting owners of planned tree work on or over the Town 
roads. Tree owner approval is required for trees wholly on public 
property. According to these new statutes, residents have the right 
to accept the planned work, waive their rights to object to the work, 
modify the work or they can refuse all tree work if they choose. 
Residents wishing to modify the work or object to the trimming or 
removal should follow the procedure described in the brochures 
that will be given out by the contractor’s permissions contact. 
Residents must also contact the Essex Tree Warden and Eversource 
in writing. The Tree Warden, Augie Pampel, can be reached at: 
augiepampel@att.net or 860-388-7209. Eversource can be reached 
at the address and number in the informational brochure provided. 

Work will also be done on the red line roads. 

From the Tree warden

Eversource Tree Trimming
To provide effective communication and better customer ser-
vice, Eversource will seek property owner approval in advance of 
the tree work. Eversource will stop at all homes abutting areas of 
potential work to provide information and request approval for the 
trimming. It is incumbent upon the property owner to read the 
material carefully, ask questions, and / or contact the Eversource 
permissions contact listed on the brochures given to the property 
owners.   

Trimming Specifications
CUSTOMER FOCUSED ETT (CF ETT)
Lynn Road ONLY: 
Remove all branches and tall growing trees within the 10’ clearance 
zone. Prune and remove all limbs within the clearance zone over 
the primary within 10’ to the side of the outermost primary and all 
limbs within the clearance zone under the primary. Trim 2’ open 
wire services and secondaries. Flat cut brush and cut vines.

STANDARD MAINTENANCE TRIM (SMT)
All other roads or streets identified on the map in dark blue: 
Remove all branches within the clearance zone 8’ to the side, 10’ 
below, 15’ overhead and hazards within reach of 70’ bucket. Flat 

cut brush taller than 
telcom (16’). Trim 2’ 
opening on open wire 
and secondary services. 
Flat cut brush and cut 
vines. Remove hazard 
trees less than or equal 
to 16” DBH within the 
clearance zone. 

MAINTENANCE ETT 
(METT)
Red lines (Route 154) 
Re-clear overhead 
to previously estab-
lished ETT clearances, 
including new growth 
into the clearance zone 
10’ to the side of the 
outer most conductor 
on backbones (8’ to 
the side on laterals) 
and all limbs in the 
clearance zone under 
the primary.

Augie Pampel,  
Essex Tree Warden 
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 SHANE F. O’BRIEN  CLTC
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